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An Abstract of the Provisions of the proposed 
“ Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries Bill (Ire- 
“ land) 1864.” 



PART I. 

Preliminary. 

It is proposed that the Bill shall be cited as “ The Ecclesiastical 
Courts and Registries Act (Ireland), 1864;” — that it shall extend 
only to Ireland, — and shall not come into operation sooner than the 
Second Day of November One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
four. 



PART II. 

Rules and Orders. 

It is proposed that the Archbishop of Armagh and the Archbishop 
of Dublin may prepare Rules and Orders for — 

(1.) Altering and regulating the Times, Forms, and Mode of 
Procedure and Practice before the Provincial and United 
Courts ; and 

(2.) Altering, establishing, and regulating the Fees to be payable 
by Suitors of the Provincial and United Courts to the 
Officers thereof in respect of the Business to be conducted 
before such Courts : 

(3.) Regulating the Government and Conduct of Registrars of 
the Provincial Registries and the Registrars of the United 
Registries, Apparitors, Clerks, Agents, and other Officers or 
Persons, in and relating to the Distribution and Performance 
of the Duties and Business to be done and performed in the 
Execution of their Offices or of this Act, and of Rules and 
Orders made in pursuance of it : 

(4.) The Custody and Preservation of Records, Books, Instru- 
ments, or other Documents in the Provincial and United 
Registries : 
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(5.) Making suck Alterations in the Form and Number of Eccle- 
siastical Instruments now issued under any Archiepiscopal 
or United or Consistorial Seal, or out of any Provincial 
or Diocesan Court, as they may deem expedient, and such 
Instruments so altered shall be as effectual in Law for this 
Purpose as the Forms for which they are substituted : 

(6.) Regulating Fees on Instruments prepared in the Provincial 
Registries or United Registries, or filed therein : 

(7.) Altering and regulating on a uniform Scale the Fees on 
Marriage Licences, such Fees, exclusive of Stamp Duty, 
not to exceed in any Case the Sum of Forty Shillings, 
except in the Case of Special Licences : 

(8.) Regulating Visitation Fees, the Fees of Officers to the 
Bishops, and other Fees, Charges, and Costs to be charged 
and paid , either in the Provincial and United Courts or 
in the Provincial and United Registries, in respect of the 
Business done or transacted therein respectively t 
(9.) Regulating the Fees, Expenses, and Costs which shall, under 
this Act, be charged and payable in the Provincial and 
United Registries for the Performance of the Duties 
belonging to the Offices of the Provincial Vicars General, 
Vicars General of the United Courts, Surrogates, Regis- 
trars of the Provincial Registries, and Registrars of the 
United Registries, Apparitors, or other Officers : 

(10.) Establishing and regulating the Salaries or Allowances or 
Fees to be allowed to all or any of the Vicars General of 
the Provincial and United. Courts, Surrogates, Apparitors, 
Registrars of Provincial Registries, or Registrars of the 
United Registries, or other Officers : 

(11.) Establishing and regulating the Fees and Allowances to 
Proctors, Attornies, and Solicitors hi respect of the Business 
transacted by them either in the Provincial and United 
Courts or in the Provincial and United Registries : Or for, 
(12.) Otherwise bringing into operation and carrying into effect the 
Provisions of this Act. 

Such Rules and Orders so prepared are to be referred to the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council, who may allow or disallow the same. 

All Rules and Ordes are to be laid before both Houses of Par- 
liament. 



PART III. 

It is proposed that there shall be in Ireland exclusive of the Two 
Provincial Courts, Twelve United Diocesan Courts, and Twelve 
United Diocesan Registries. 

The 
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The several Dioceses, the Courts and Registries of which shall 
have been united, are to be taken to be One Diocese for all Purposes 
of Citation and of Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. 

How Bishops may designate themselves. 

The Dioceses of Clonfert and Kilmacduagh are to be transferred to 
the Province of Armagh. 

The Court and Registry of Clogher are to be united to the Court 
and Registry of Armagh. 

The Court and Registry of Raphoe are to be united to the Court 
and Registry of Kerry. 

The Court and Registry of Dromore are to be united to the Court 
and Registry of Down and Connor. 

The Courts and Registries of Elphin and Ardagh are to be united, 
to the Court and Registry of Kilmore. 

The Courts and Registries of Killaloe and Achonry are to be United 
to the Court and Registry of Tuam. 

The Court and Registry of Kildare is to be united to the Court 
and Registry of Dublin. 

The Courts and Registries of Ferns and Leighlin are to be united 
to the Court and Registry of Ossory. 

The Courts and Registries of Waterford, Lismore, and Emly are 
to be united to the Court and Registry . of Waterford. 

The Courts and Registries of Cloyne and Ross are to be united to 
the Court and Registry of Cork. 

The Courts and Registries of Kilfenora, Clonfert, and Kilmacduagh 
are to be united to the Court and Registry of Killaloe. 

The Court and Registry of Ardfert are to be united to the Court 
and Registry of Limerick. 

The Vicars General of Armagh, Derry, Down, Kilmore, Tuam, 
Killaloe, Dublin, Ossory, Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and Meath are 
to be the Vicars General of the Twelve United Dioceses. 

The Registrars of the existing Diocesan Registries are to be joint 
Registrars of the United Registries, and each of such joint Registrars 
of a United Registry is to continue to discharge his Duties as joint 
Registrar in the Diocese of which he was Registrar at the Time of 
the passing of this Act, and to receive the Fees or official Emolu- 
ments therefrom. 

Until the Death, Resignation, or Removal of all the joint Registrars 
of any United Registry, no Appointment of Registrars or joint 
Registrars is to be made. 

No Deputy Registrar, after the Death of his Principal, is to 
discharge as a Matter of Right the Duties of Deputy Registrar. 

The Patents of the Vicars General of Dromore, Elphin, Ardagh, 
Kildare, Cashel and Emly, Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, are to be 
annulled. 

[174.] a 2 Such 
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Such Vicars General are to receive as a Compensation for the Loss 
of their Offices the Fees arising from; the Office of Vicar General 
in Spirituals within those Dioceses of which they were the Vicars 
General at,, the -Time, of tie. passing, of this AcL . 



PART IV. 

Procedure and Practice ; Proceedings in default of Appearance ; 
Payment of Costs; Computation of Time; Oaths and Sub* 
scriptions ; Proceedings by Consent ; Grant of Faculties ; 
and Filing of Instruments. 

Mode of Procedure in the Provincial and United Courts. 

Suits are to he commenced by filing a Petition or Statement of 
Accusation in the Registry. 

Defendants are to have the same Rights as in the Superior Courts. 

Petitioners are to make an Affidavit that no Collusion exists 
between them and the Defendants, and that they believe the Allega- 
tions iu the Petition to be true. 

Service of Petition or Notices, Sfc. 

Petitions, &c. may be sent to the Registry in a Registered Letter. 

Summonses, Petitions, or Notices may be sent by Post in a 
Registered Letter. 

Proceedings in default of Appearance. 

Suits may be heard and determined in the Absence of the 
Defendant, if he has been duly summoned. 

Payment of Costs. 

Security for Costs. 

Costs to be in the Discretion of the Court. 

Frivolous Complaints or Defences. 

Computation of Time. 

Oaths and Subscriptions. 

Acts of Episcopal Jurisdiction not required to be done in Court. 

Oaths and Subscriptions made before a Bishop may be witnessed 
by a beneficed Clergyman. 

Proceedings by Consent. 

Questions may, by Consent of all Parties, be stated for the Deter- 
mination of the Court in a Special Case. 

Suits instituted in the Province of Armagh may be heard and 
determined in the Province of Dublin. 

Grant of Faculties. 

Ecclesiastical Instruments to be fled. 



PART 
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PART V. ..... 

Evidence. v: 

Witnesses to give their Evidence viv4 voce. 

Notes of Evidence to be taken down by the Vicar General. 

Note upon any Decision in Court upon a Question of Law to be 
signed by the Vicar General. 

Shorthand Writer to report Evidence and Summing-up of the 
Court. 

False Evidence to be deemed Perjury. 

Attendance of Witnesses. 

Evidence may be taken before a Commissioner. 



PART VI. 

Judgments. 

Judgments of the Provincial and United Courts to be in Writing. 
Judgment or Sentence of the Court to be filed in the Registry. 
When Judgments need not be delivered in open Court. 

Copies of Judgments to be sent to the Parties upon the Record. 
Printed Copies of the Judgment of the Provincial Courts and 
Judicial Committee to be sent to the respective Archbishops. 



PART VII. 

Enforcement of the Process of the Provincial and United 
Courts. 

Citation or Notice to extend over Great Britain and Ireland. 
Process of the Diocesan Court to be under Seal. 

Mode of enforcing Orders, Decrees, and Judgments. 



PART VIII. 

Practitioners. 

Who may appear as Counsel. 

Solicitors, &c. to have the same Privileges as in the Superior 
Courts. 
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PART IX. 

Provincial and Diocesan Vicars General, Registrars, and other 
Officers. 

Every future Provincial Vicar General must be a Queen’s Serjeant, 
a Queen’s Counsel, or a practising Barrister of Fifteen Years 
standing. 

In case of Illness or Absence of the Vicar General of a Province, 
the Archbishop can appoint a Deputy Vicar General having the like 
professional Qualifications. 

Every future Vicar General of a United Court must be a practising 
Barrister of Six Years standing at the Bar, but Vicars General 
appointed before the passing of this Act are not to be disqualified 
from retaining their Offices as Vicars General. 

Power is given to the Bishop to appoint a Deputy Vicar General 
of Six Years standing at the Bar during the Illness or Absence of 
the Vicar General. 

Every Vicar General is to hold his Office during good Behaviour. 

Forms of Oath for the Vicars General have been prepared. 

Vicars General are to be removed from their Office when they 
cease to be Members of the Church. 

Every future Registrar of a United Registry must perform his 
Duties in Person. 

But any Person holding the Office of Registrar at the Time of the 
passing of this Act may discharge his Duties as heretofore by 
Deputy. 

In case of the Illness or Absence of the Registrar the Archbishop 
or Bishop, as the Case may be, can appoint a Deputy Registrar 
to act as Registrar. 

Remedies to be provided for the Misconduct of Officers and other 
Persons. 



PART X. 

Reservation of existing Rights. 

It is not proposed that this Act shall affect the Power of any 
Prelate, otherwise than is expressly provided. 

The Right of Visitation has not beeh-'interfered with. 

The-Right to appoint Surrogates is to be regulated by the Rules 
and Orders. 

All Suits pending in any Ecclesiastical Court are to be dealt with 
by the United Courts under this Act. 

A Vicar 
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A Vicar General who has heard a Cause before this Act comes into 
operation can deliver a written Judgment therein at any Time within 
Six Weeks after the Act comes into operation. 

The United Courts can enforce Decrees or Orders made before this 
Act comes into operation. 



PART XI. 

Miscellaneous Clauses. 

For the Purposes of this Act, Power is given to Archbishops and 
Bishops in exempt Jurisdictions. 

Future Commissaries appointed to issue Marriage Licences, and 
to be subject to the Rules and Orders. 

The Ecclesiastical Records and other Instruments are to be kept 
at the United Registries. 

Persons stealing or defacing Records will be guilty of Felony. 

Application of Fees, &c. 

Official Charges, & c. may be recovered before the Chairman of the 
County Quarter Sessions. 

The Archbishop of Armagh and the Archbishop of Dublin are to 
appoint an Auditor for the auditing of all the Receipts and Disburse- 
ments of the United Courts and Registries. 

Annual Reports of the Business transacted in the Ecclesiastical 
Courts and Registries, and an Abstract of all Receipts and Disburse- 
ments in the Courts or Registries, are to be made and transmitted 
to the Lord Lieutenant in Council. 



PART XII. 

Appeals prom the United Courts to the Provincial Courts. 
Power to appeal from the United Courts to the Provincial Courts. 
Provincial Court may affirm, modify, or amend Order appealed 
against. 

How Appeals from a United Court shall be made. 

No Appeal, except allowed by the Court, from the Interlocutory 
Decrees of a Provincial Court not having the Force of a definitive 
Sentence. 
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INTITULED 



An Act for the Union of the Diocesan Courts and 
Registries in Ireland ; for the Regulation of 
the Mode of Procedure therein, and also in the 
Provincial Courts of Armagh and Dublin ; and 
for Appeals therefrom. 



-«r 'Tg'' ~r HERE AS it is expedient to make Provision for the Union Preamble. 
%/'»/ of tlie Consistorial or Diocesan Courts and Registries in 
▼ * Ireland ; to alter and amend the Procedure and Practice 

of the Provincial and Diocesan Courts and Registries, in order that 
5 the same may be rendered simple and expeditious ; to reduce and 
regulate the Expenses and Costs now charged and payable in such 
Courts and Registries ; to re-arrange, reduce, or abolish the Fees 
upon Letters of Orders, Consecration of Churches, Institutions to 
Benefices, and other Ecclesiastical Instruments and Acts ; and to 
10 make Provision for the better Preservation of the Ecclesiastical 
Records and other Instruments deposited in the Provincial and 
Diocesan Registries: Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
[Bill 174.] * A Spiritual 
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Name of 
Act. 



Extent of 
Act. 



Commence- 
ment of Act. 



Interpreta- 
tion Clause. 



“Archbishop 
of Armagh 

“Archbishop 
of Dublin:” 

“Bishop 
“ Judicial 
Committee 

“ Lord 
Chancellor 



“ Lord Lieu- 
tenant in 
Council 



“ J uris- 
diction 
“ Rules and 
Orders.” 



“ Said Arch- 
bishops 



“ Superior 
Courts 



$ Ecclesiastical Courts and Registries {Ireland), 

Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

PART I. 

Preliminary. 

1. Phis Act may be cited as “ The Ecclesiastical Courts and 5 
Registries Act (Ireland), 1864.” 

2. This Act shall only extend to that Part of the United Kingdom 
called Ireland. 

3. This Act shall come into operation on such Day, not sooner 
than the Second Day of November One thousand eight hundred and 10 
sixty-four, as the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland shall by Order in 
Council appoint, provided that such Order be made One Month at 
least previously to the Day so to be appointed. 

4. For the Purposes of this Act the following Words and 
Expressions shall, if not inconsistent with the Context, be thus 15 
interpreted : 

“ Archbishop of Armagh ” shall mean the Lord Archbishop of 
Armagh for the Time being : 

“ Archbishop of Dublin” shall mean the Lord Archbishop of 
Dublin for the Time being : 2Q 

Bishop ” shall include an Archbishop within his own Diocese : 
Judicial Committee | shall mean the Judicial Committee of Her 
Majesty’s Privy Council in England : 

“ Lord Chancellor” shall mean the Lord High Chancellor or Lord 
Commissioners for the Custody of the Great Seal of Ireland for 25 
the Time being : 

“ Lord Lieutenant in Council ” shall mean the Lord Lieutenant 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the Time 
being, by and with the Advice of Her Majesty’s Privy Council 
in Ireland : ' 

“ Jurisdiction ” shall include “ Power and Authority 
Rules and Orders ” shall mean such Rules and Orders as shall 
from Time to Time be prepared by the Archbishop of Armagh 
and the Archbishop of Dublin, and directed by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant m Council to take effect as Rules and Orders under the 35 
Provisions of this Act : 

Said Archbishops ” shall mean the Lord Archbishop of Armagh 
for the Time being and the Lord Archbishop of Dublin for the 
Time being : 

“ Superior Courts ” shall mean Her Majesty’s Superior Courts of 40 
Law and Equity in Dublin : 

“ The 
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“ The Church ” shall denote the United- Church of England and “ The 

Church : 

Ireland : 

ft The Commissioners” shall mean and include the Commissioners “TheCom- 
, missioners : 

of Inland Revenue : 

5 “ The Court ” shall mean the Provincial Court or the United “ The „ 

Court as regulated under this Act, as the Case may be : 

« United Court” shall mean the Consistorial or Diocesan Court “United 
formed by the Union of the several Courts which by the Conrt: 
Enactments of this Act shall be united to each other, and shall 
10' include the Diocesan Court of Meath : 

“ United Diocese” shall mean the several Dioceses under the 
Episcopal Jurisdiction of One Archbishop or Bishop, and shall 
include the Diocese of Meath : 

“United Registry ”• shall mean the Consistorial or Diocesan “United „ 
15 Registry formed by the Union of the several Registries which Registry 
by 'the Enactments of this Act shall be united to each other, 
and shall include the Registry of the Diocese of Meath : 

« Vicar General” shall' mean and include Official Principal, Com- ,, 

missary General, and Chancellor. 



PART II. 

Rules and Orders. 

5. It shall be lawful for the Archbishop of Armagh and the 
Archbishop of Dublin to prepare from Time to Time Rules and 
Orders for — 

, (i$) Altering and regulating the Times, Forms, and Mode ol 

Procedure and Practice before the Provincial and United 
Courts ; and 

(2.) Altering, establishing, and regulating the Fees to be payable 
by Suitors of the Provincial and United Courts to the 
) Officers thereof in respect of the Business to be conducted 

before such Courts : 

(3.) Regulating the Government and Conduct of Registrars of 
the Provincial Registries and the Registrars of the United 
Registries, Apparitors, Clerks, Agents, and other Officers or 
5 Persons, in and relating to the Distribution and Performance 

of the Duties and Business to be done and performed in the 
Execution of their Offices or of this Act, and of Rules and 
Orders made in pursuance thereof : 

(4.) The Custody and Preservation of Records, Books. Instra- 
0 ments, or other Documents in the Provincial - and United 

Registries : 

[1?4.] A 2 ( 6 -) Mak ™£ 



Rules and 
Orders to be 
prepared by 
the Arch- 
bishops of 
Armagh and 
Dublin, with 
the Concur- 
rence of the. 
Lord Lieu- 
tenant in 
Council. 
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(5.) Making such Alterations in the Form and Number of Eccle- 
siastical Instruments now issued under any Archiepiscopal 
or Episcopal or Consistorial Seal, or out of any Provincial 
or United Court, as they may deem expedient, and such 
Instruments so altered shall be as effectual in Law for this 5 
Purpose as the Forms for which they are substituted : 

(6.) Regulating Fees on Instruments prepared iu the Provincial 
Registries or United Registries, or filed therein : 

(7-) Altering and regulating on a uniform Scale the Fees on 

Marriage Licences, such Fees, exclusive of Stamp Duty, 10 
not to exceed in any Case the Sum of Forty Shillings, 
except in the Case of Special Licences : 

(8.) Regulating Visitation Fees, and other Fees, Charges, and 
Costs to be charged and paid either in the Provincial and 
United Courts or in the Provincial and United Registries, 15 
in respect of the Business done or transacted therein 
respectively : 

(9-) Regulating the Fees, Expenses, and Costs which shall, under 
this Act, be charged and payable in the Provincial and 
United Registries for the Performance of the Duties 20 
belonging to the Offices of the Provincial Vicars General, 
Vicars General of the United Courts, Surrogates, Regis- 
trars of the Provincial Registries, and Registrars of the 
United Registries, Apparitors, or other Officers : 

(10.) Establishing and regulating the Salaries or Allowances or 25 
Fees to be allowed to all or any of the Vicars General of 
the Provincial and United Courts, Surrogates, Apparitors, 
Registrars of Provisional Registries, or Registrars of the 
United Registries, or other Officers to be appointed after 
this Act comes into operation : 3Q 

(11.) Establishing and regulating the Fees and Allowances to 
Proctors, Attomies, and Solicitors in respect of the Business 
transacted by them either in the Provincial and United 
Courts or in the Provincial and United Registries : Or for 
(12.) Otherwise bringing into operation and carrying into effect 35 
the Provisions of this Act : 

And such Rules and Orders so prepared shall be submitted to the 
Lord Lieutenant in Council ; and it shall thereupon be lawful for 
the Lord Lieutenant in Council to direct that all or any Part of 
such Rules and Orders shall take effect as Rules and Orders of the an 
Provincial and United Courts and of the Provincial and United 
Registries respectively ; and all such Rules and Orders may from 
Time to Time, upon the Recommendation of the said Archbishops 
be rescinded, altered, varied, or added to by the Lord Lieutenant’ 
m Council. 



6. The 
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6. The Power of altering or regulating any Fees or other Power of 
Emoluments that may, at the Time of the passing of this Act, be f e t g e ^ t s in a " d 
vested in any Ecclesiastical Court or Registry, or in any Archbishop, Fees. 
Bishop, Vicar General of a Provincial Court, Vicar General of a 
5 Diocesan Court, or other Person or Body Corporate, shall only be 
exercised after the passing of this Act by Order of the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council, upon the Recommendation of the said Arch- 
bishops. 



7. All Rules and Orders which may be made under this Act Rules, &c. 
!0 shall be laid before both Houses of Parliament by the Registrar 

of the Provincial Court of Armagh or by the Registrar of the liament. 
Provincial Court of Dublin, as shall be directed by the Rules and 
Orders, within One Month after the making thereof, if Parliament be 
then sitting, or, if Parliament be not then sitting, within One Month 
] 5 from the Commencement of the then next Session of Parliament. 



PART III. 

The United Courts and Registries. 

8. There shall be in Ireland, exclusive of the Two Provincial Establish* 
Courts, Twelve United Diocesan Courts and Twelve United United 

20 Diocesan Registries. Courts and 

° Registries. 

9. The several Dioceses the Courts and Registries of which shall Certain^ ^ 

- have been united under this Act shall be deemed and taken to be One be un i te a 

Diocese for all Purposes of Citation and of Ecclesiastical Power, and for Eccle- 
shall have a Seal for each United Court and Registry. Jurisdiction. 

25 10. For Official Signature to all Documents and other Instru- Signature of 

ments it shall be sufficient if the Archbishop of Armagh and Bishop ls lops ' 
of Clogher shall designate himself Archbishop of Armagh ; and if 
the Archbishop of Dublin and Bishop of Glandelagh and of Kildare 
shall designate himself Archbishop of Dublin ; and if the Bishop of 
30 Down and Connor and Dromore shall designate himself Bishop of 
Down ; and if the Bishop of Derry and Raphoe shall designate him- 
self Bishop of Derry ; and if the Bishop of Kilmore, Elphin, and 
Ardagh shall designate himself Bishop of Kilmore ; and if the Bishop 
of Tuam, Killala, and Achonry shall designate himself Bishop of 
35 Tuam ; and if the Bishop of Killaloe, Kilfenora, Clonfert, and Kil- 
macduagh shall designate himself Bishop of Killaloe ; and if the 
Bishop of Limerick, Ardfert, and Aghadoe shall designate himself 
[174.] A 3 Bishop 
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Bishop of Limerick; and if the Bishop of Ossory, Ferns, aud 
Leighlin shall designate himself Bishop of Ossory ; and if the Bishop 
-of Cashel, Einly, Waterford, and Lismore shall designate himself 
Bishop of Cashel ; and if the Bishop of Cork, Cloyne, and Ross shall 
designate himself Bishop of Cork. 5 

11 . The Diocese of Clonfert and the Diocese of Kilmacduagh 
shall be within the Province of Dublin, and under the Archiepiscopal 
Jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Dublin as Metropolitan. 



12 . The Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the [q 
D iocese of Clogher shall be uuited to. the Consistorial . and 
Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Armagh : 

The Consistorial aud Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese 
of Ptaphoe shall be united to the Diocesan Court and Registry 
of the Diocese of Derry ; 15 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Court aud Registry of the Diocese 
of Dromore shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan 
Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Down and Connor : 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of the 
Dioceses of Elphin and Ardagh shall be uuited to the Consistorial 20 
and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Kilmore : 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of the Dioceses 
of Killala and Achonry shall be united to the Consistorial and 
Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Tuam : 

. The Consistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of the Dioceses 25 
of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and Kilfenora shall be united to the 
Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese 
of Killaloe : 

The 'Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese 
of Kildare shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan 30 
Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Dublin and Glandelagh : 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of the 
Dioceses of Ferns and Leighlin shall be united to the Consistorial 
and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of Ossory : 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Courts and Registries of Cashel 35 
and Emly shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan 
Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Waterford and Lismore : 

The Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese 
of Cloyne shall be united to the Consistorial and Diocesan 
Court and Registry of the Dioceses of Cork and Ross : 40 

And 
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And the Consistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the 
Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe shall be united to the Con- 
sistorial and Diocesan Court and Registry of the Diocese of 
Limerick. 

5 13. The Vicar General of the Diocese of Armagh shall discharge the 

Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Clogher : 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Derry shall discharge the 
Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
10 of the Diocese of Raphoe : 

The Vicar General of the Dioceses of Down and Connor shall, 
subject to the Provisions herein-after contained, discharge the 
Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Dromore : 

15 The Vicars General of the Diocese of Kilmore shall, subject to 
the Provisions herein-after contained, discharge the Duties and 
possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicars General of the 
Dioceses of Elphin and of Ardagh : 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Tuam shall discharge the 
20 Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Dioceses of Killala and Achonry : 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Killaloe shall, subject to 
the Provisions herein-after contained, discharge the Duties and 
possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicars General of the 
25 Dioceses of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and Kilfenora : 

The Official Principal, Commissary General, and Chancellor of the 
Dioceses of Dublin and Glandelagh shall, subject to the Pro- 
visions herein-after contained, discharge the Duties and possess 
the Rights and Powers of the . Vicar General in Spirituals, 
30 Official Principal, Commissary General, and Chancellor of the 
Diocese of Kildare : 

The Vicar General of the Diocese of Ossory shall discharge the 
Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Dioceses of Ferns and Leighlin : 

35 The Vicar General of the Dioceses of Waterford and Lismore shall, 
subject to the Provisions herein-after contained, discharge the 
Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Dioceses of Cashel and Emly : 

The Vicar General of the Dioceses of Cork and Ross shall discharge 
40 the Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar 
General of the Diocese of Cloyne : 

[174.] A 4 The 
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.The V icar General of the Diocese of Limerick shall discharge the 
Duties and possess the Rights and Powers of the Vicar General 
of the Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe. 

14. The Registrar of the Diocese of Clogher and the Registrars of 
ft Diocese of Armagh shall be the joint Registrars of the 5 

United Dioceses of Armagh and Clogher : 

The Registrar of the Diocese of Raphoe and the Registrar of the 
Diocese of Derry shall be the joint Registrars of the United 
Dioceses of Derry and Raphoe : 

The Registrar of the Diocese of Dromore and the Registrar of 10 
the Dioceses of Down and Connor shall be the joint Registrars 
of the United Dioceses of Down, Connor, and Dromore : 

The Registrars of the Dioceses of Elphin and Ardagh and the 
Registrar of the Diocese of Kilmore shall be the joint Registrars 
of the United Dioceses of Kilmore, Elphin, and Ardagh: 15 

The Registrar of the Dioceses of Killala and Achonry and the 
Registrar of the Diocese of Tuam shall be the joint Registrars 
for the United Dioceses of Tuam, Killala, and Achonry : 

The Registrars of the Dioceses of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and 
Kilfenora and the Registrar of the Diocese of Killaloe shall be 20 
the joint. Registrars for the United Dioceses of Killaloe, Clonfert, 
Kilmacduagh, and Kilfenora : 

The Registrar of the Diocese of Kildare and the Registrar of the 
Dioceses of Dublin and Glendelagh shall be the joint Registrars 
of the United Dioceses of Dublin and Glendelagh : 25 

The. Registrars of the Dioceses of Ferns and Leighliu and the 
Registrar of the Diocese of Ossory shall be the joint Registrars 
of the United Dioceses of Ossory, Ferns, and Leio-hlin : 

The Registrars of the Dioceses of Cashel and Emly and the 
Registrars of the Dioceses of Waterford and Lismore shall be 30 
the joint Registrars for the United Dioceses of Cashel, Waterford, 
Lismore, and Emly : ’ 

T^e Registrar of the Diocese of Cloyne and the Registrar of the 
Dioceses of Cork and Ross, shall be the joint Registrars of the 
United Dioceses of Cork, Cloyne, and .Ross : 35 

The Registrar of the Dioceses of Ardfert and Aghadoe and the 
Registrar of the Diocese of Limerick shall be the joint Registrar 
of the United Dioceses of Limerick, Ardfert, and Aghadoe. 

15. Each of such joint Registrars of a United Registry shall 

to discharge his Duties as Registrar in the Diocese of 40 
Site, he is Registrar at the Time. of the passing of this Act and 
to mam w, subject to the Rules and Orders, the Tecs or official 
'Emxdmmmts arising therefrom. 

16. Upon 
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16. Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of One or more Surviving 
of such joint Registrars, the surviving Registrar or Registrars shall, perform* 'ihe° 
subject to the Rules and Orders, perform all the Duties and receive Duties of 
the Fees and Official Emoluments belonging to the Office of Registrar 
5 or joint Registrar of the United Dioceses to which he shall have been Registries, 
appointed under this Act. 



17. Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of all the joint 
Registrars of any United Registry who may be in Office when this 
Act comes into operation there shall be only One Registrar appointed 

10 for any United Registry who shall hold his Office during good 
Behaviour; and until the Death, Resignation, or Removal of all the 
joint Registrars of any United Registry no Appointment of Registrar 
or joint Registrar of any United Registry shall be made. 

18. Subject to the Rules and Orders, nothing herein contained 

15 shall give any Deputy Registrar a Right to exercise the Duties of 

a Registrar or Deputy Registrar after the Decease, Resignation, 
or Removal of his Principal from the Office of joint Registrar. 

19. When this Act comes into operation, the Patents, Commis- 
sions, and Appointments of the Vicars General of the Dioceses of 

20 Dromore, Elphin, Ardagh, Kildare, Cashel and Emly, Clonfert and 
Kilmacduagh, shall, except as to their respective existing Rights and 
Duties as Vicars General in Spirituals, be of no Force and Effect: 



U pon Death 
of all the 
joint Regis- 
trars only' 
One Re gis- 
trar for each 
United 
Diocese to be 
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Provided that, 

Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of the now Vicar 
25 General of Dromore the Rights and Duties of the Vicar General 
of Dromore in Spirituals shall belong to and be discharged by 
the Vicar General of the Diocese of Down and Connor for the 
Time being : 

Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of the now Vicar 

30 General of Elphin and of the now Vicar General of Ardagh the 

Rights and Duties of the Vicars General of Elphin and of 
Ardagh in Spirituals shall belong to and be discharged by the 
Vicar General of the Diocese of Kilmore for the Time being : 

Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of the now Vicars 

35 General of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, and Kilfenora, the Rights 

and Duties of such Vicars General of Clonfert, Kilmacduagh, 
and Kilfenora in Spirituals shall belong to and be discharged 
by the Vicar General of the Diocese of Killaloe for the Time 
being : 

40 Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of the now Vicar 
General of Kildare the Rights and Duties of the Vicar General 
of Kildare in Spirituals shall belong to and be discharged by 
[174.] B the 
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the Official Principal of the Dioceses of Dublin and Glandelagh 
for the Time being : 

Upon the Death, Resignation, or Removal of the now Vicar 
General of the Dioceses of Cashel and Emly the Rights and 
Duties of the Vicar General of Cashel and Emly in Spirituals 5 
shall belong to and be discharged by the Vicar General of the 
Dioceses of Waterford and Lismore for the Time being. 

Fees to 20. Every Registrar shall, in such Manner as may be directed by 

General in th f 1111168 aud 0rders > kee P separate an Account of all Fees for 
Spirituals. Diocesan Business transacted by him after this Act comes into 10 
operation ; and he shall on the Twenty-fifth Day of March and on 
the Twenty-ninth Day of September in every Year, in such Manner 
as may be directed by the Rules and Orders, account for and pay 
to any Vicar General whose Patent, Commission, or Appointment 
is or may be partly annulled by this Act the Fees for Business 15 
transacted belonging to the Office of Vicar General in Spirituals 
received in respect of the Diocese to which each such Vicar General 
severally belongs ; and the Registrars of the United Registries shall 
respectively pay to the Vicars General appointed under this Act 
their respective Shares of such Fees as are payable to them as the 20 
Official Principal’s Chancellors and Commissary Generals of such 
Dioceses. 



Mode of Pro- 
ceedure in the 
Provincial ai d 
United Courts. 



PART IV. 

PROCEDURE AND PRACTICE ; PROCEEDINGS IN DEFAULT OF APPEARANCE ; 

Payment of Costs; Computation of Time; Oaths and Sub- 25 
scriptions ; Proceedings by Consent; Grant of Faculties- 
and Filing of Instruments. 



Suits, &c. to 21. Suits or other Proceedings shall be commenced in the Pro- 
menS'by I ™ cial or United Courts b y in the Registry a Petition or 

filing » Poll- Statement of Accusation, signed by Counsel, and addressed to the 
ment°of Ac-" ftovincial or . Ullited Court, as the Case may be, and by serving the 
cusation in Defendant with a Copy thereof, aud the subsequent Proceedings shall 
the Registry, be conducted subject to the Rules and Orders. 



Defendants 22. Every Defendant under this Act shall have, except the Right 
same Rights to haV6 dis P uted Questions of Fact tried by a Jury, the same Rights 35 
as in the and Privileges as Defendants have in the Superior Courts. 

Superior 

Courts. 

Affidavit by In an y Suit or otke i' Proceeding originated in a Provincial or 

no Col”usion‘ Ullited other than for the Grant of Faculty, the Petitioner 

exists, ond” or Prosecutor shall, before presenting his Petition or Statement of 
Unit tho Alle- Accusation to the Court, make an Affidavit, and annex the same ln 
the ''inti lion to bia Portion or Statement of Accusation, that there exists no " 
a " trae - Collusion 
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Collusion between himself and the Defendant with respect to 
the Subject Matters contained in his Petition or Statement of Accu- 
sation, and that he believes that the Allegations contained in his 
Petition or Statement of Accusation are true : The Court may, if. 

5 it think fit, order the Petitioner or Prosecutor to attend, and may 
examine him or permit him to be examined or cross-examined, on the 
Hearing of any such Petition or Statement of Accusation. 






24 . Petitions, Deeds, Documents, Instruments, Notices, and other Petitions, &e. 
Communications directed to be filed in or sent to any Provincial 
10 or United Registry under this Act may be forwarded by Post in a try in a 
Registered Letter to such Registry. Leftei- eie<i 



25 . A Summons, or the Copy of any Petition or Statement of Any Petition 
Accusation, or any Notice, may be served either on the Person 
instituting any Suit or other Proceeding, or upon the Defendant to served by 
15 such Suit or other Proceeding, by leaving the same or sending it by 

Post in a Registered Letter addressed to him at his usual Place of Registered 
Abode. ^ f t 

the Party to 
be served. 



26 . If a Party be duly summoned to appear in any Suit or other proceedings 
Proceeding, and shall not appear pursuant to the Rules and Orders, in default of 

20 the Court having Jurisdiction over such Suit or other Proceeding A PP efirailce - 
may, notwithstanding such Default, proceed to hear and determine 
theSame - 

Costs. 

27 . The Vicar-General of any Provincial or United Court may, if Security 
he deem fit, upon the Application of a Defendant to any Suit or for Costs. 

25 other Proceeding, supported by Affidavit, order the Petitioner or 
Party prosecuting to give Security for the Costs of the Defendant, 
and until such Security for Costs be given the Suit or other Pro- 
ceeding shall be stayed. 



28 . Upon Appeals from the Provincial Court to the Queen in Costs to bo 
30 Council the Costs shall be in the Discretion of the Judicial Com- ^eU^of ' 
mittee. In Matrimonial Suits, in Suits relating to Dilapidations, and the Court, 
in all other Suits or Proceedings, whether by Consent or otherwise, 
the Costs shall be in the Discretion of the Court that pronounces the 
final Judgment. 



35 29 . If it appear that any Petitioner or Party prosecuting has Frivolous- 

made any groundless or frivolous Claim or Complaint, or that any 
Defendant has set up any groundless or frivolous Defence, the Court 
or the Judicial Committee, as the Case may be, may order such 
Petitioner, Party prosecuting, or Defendant, to pay, as between 
[174.] B 2 Attorney 
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Attorney and Client, the whole or any Part of the Costs of resisting 
such groundless or frivolous Claim or Complaint, or setting up such 
groundless or frivolous Defence, and such Costs shall be taxed as 
may be directed by the Rules and Orders. 

30. When any particular Number of Days is prescribed by this 5 
Act, or by the Rules and Orders, for the doing of any act, or for any 
other Purpose, the same shall be reckoned, in the Absence of any 
Expression to the contrary, exclusive of the first and inclusive of 
the last Day, unless the last Day shall happen to foil on a Sunday, 
Christmas Day, Good Friday, Monday and Tuesday in Easter Week, 10 
or a Day appointed for a Public Fast or Thanksgiving, in which 
Case the Time shall be reckoned exclusive of that Day also. 

31. Any Act of Episcopal Jurisdiction not required to be done 
in any Provincial or United Court, at which the Presence of a 
Surrogate, Registrar, or other Officer is now required, may, at the 15 
Discretion of the Bishop, be done in the Presence of any Priest in 
Holy Orders of the United Church of England and Ireland, or of 
any Attorney or Solicitor who shall witness the same, and transmit it 

to the Registrar. 

32. All Oaths and Subscriptions now required to be made before 20 
a Bishop, and to which the Attestation of a Surrogate, Registrar, 
Notary Public, or other Officer is necessary, may, at the Discretion of 
the Bishop, be witnessed by any Archdeacon or beneficed Clergyman. 

33. For the Determination of Questions raised by Consent, the 
Parties in any Suit or other Proceeding in a Provincial or a United 25 
Court may, after a Petition has been filed in an}' United Registry, 

or at any subsequent Stage of the Proceedings before Judgment, 
state any Questions arising in such Suit or other Proceeding in a 
Special Case, provided it be signed by a Barrister-at-Law, and the 
Parties, after signing and filing the same as of Record in such 30 
Registry, may require thereon the Judgment of the United Court in 
which the Suit or other Proceeding shall have been instituted, 
without any further Proceeding, and the Judgment of such Court 
shall be filed in the United Registry as of Record. If either of the 
Parties be dissatisfied with such J udgment, he may appeal therefrom 35 
to the Provincial Court. 

34. If all the Parties to any Suit or Proceeding in a Cause or 
Matter Ecclesiastical be desirous to have such a Suit or Proceeding 
argued before the Archbishop of Armagh or his Vicar General in 
Dublin, the Archbishop of Armagh may direct the same to be argued 40 

accordingly, 
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accordingly, and the Archbishop of Armagh or his Vicar General ^opoE^ 
shall have and exercise the same Rights and Powers m respect ot t ] ie Province 
such Suit or Proceeding as he would have had or might have exercised of Dublin, 
in the Province of Armagh. 

5 35. It Shall not be necessary to hold a Court for the Hearing of G««j 

any Cause, arising out of a Petition for the granting of a Faculty, 
unless within Fourteen Days after the Return of the necessaiy Citation 
a Decree on such Petition, or Notice of Opposition to the granting or 
such Faculty to be made at such Court, shall be filed m the Registry 
10 by some Person entitled to appear in such Cause, and failing- such 
Notice the Faculty may be issued as if such Court had_been held 
and no Appearance made. 

36. Every Instrument prepared in the Ecclesiastical Registry which 

shall be executed by the Bishop shall be executed in Duplicate, one montstobe 
IB Copy whereof shall be given to the Party entitled to receive the filed, 
same, and the other Copy shall be returned by the Bishop to the 
Registrar of his Registry, to be by Mm filed as of Record ; provided 
that where there be no Party entitled to receive such Copy, and it be 
only requisite to file such Instrument in the Registry, such Instrument 
20 shall not be executed in Duplicate. 



PART V. 

Evidence. 

37 In all Suits or other Proceedings before a Provincial or 
United Court the Evidence shall be given, save as hereinafter 
25 provided, viva voce in open Court, and. upon Oath. 

38. Notes of such Evidence shall be taken down in Writing by 
the Vicar General of the Proviuce or of the United Court, as the 
Case maybe, or by the Registrar, or by such other Person and m 
such Manner as such Vicar General or as the Rules and Orders shall 
30 direct. 

39 A Note of any Judgment that may be given by the Court 
as to 'any Question of Law arising before the Hearing of any Suit 
or other Proceeding, or as to the Admissibility of any Evidence, shall 
be made and signed by the Vicar General who presides at such 

35 Hearing or Judgment. 

40 The Court, in any Suit or other Proceeding may, if requested 
by any of the litigant Parties, in open Court, at the Commencement 
of the Trial, appoint a Shorthand Writer, or, if needed, more than 

_ t> o une, 

[174.] 13 3 
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0ne ’ °!' a Re P orha ', <*, if needed, more than One, who shall be stvom 
' faithfully to report the Evidence at such Trial in such Manner as 
shall be directed by the Rules and Orders, and the Payment of 
such Shorthand Writer or Reporter shall he paid by the Parties 
making the Application ; and such Report shall be disposed of in 5 
such Manner as shall be directed by the Rules and Orders. 

Snce to’bo If “ Pr0Tincial Court of Armagh or of Dublin, or in any 

deemed United Court, or in any Provincial or United Registry, any Person 
Perjury. wilfully give false Evidence upon Oath, he shall be deemed guilty of 

''•■riury. ' 10 

‘■g gfflf. 42 . Any Provincial or United Court may require and enforce 
" tlle Attendance of any Witness before itself in any Suit or other 
Proceeding, and also the Production of any Deeds, Evidences, Books, 
or Writings, by any Order, to be issued in such and the same 
Form, or as nearly as may be, as that in which a Writ of Subpoena 15 
ad testificandum or of Subpoena duces tecum is now issued and 
enforced in the Superior Courts ; and every Person disobeying such 
Order shall be considered as in Contempt of the Court, and may be 
punished accordingly. 



nlytetelcu 43 ' In "V Suit Proceeding in a Provincial or United Court, if 20 
before a the Court be satisfied, by Affidavit or otherwise, that from Illness, 

Sg f- Age, or Infirmity, any Person whose Testimony is required cannot 

attend and give Evidence in Person at the Trial, it may, if it appear 
to be necessary for the Ends of Justice, issue a Commission for the 
Examination of such Witness on Oath, upon Interrogatories or other- 25 
wise, or, if the Witness be within the Jurisdiction of the Court, order 
the Examination of such Witness upon Oath, upon Interrogatories or 
otherwise, before any Officer or Person to be named in such Order for 
the Purpose, and all the Powers given to the Superior Courts by any 
Act now in force for enabling such Courts to issue Commissions 30 
and give Orders for the Examination of Witnesses in Actions depend- 
ing in such Courts, and to enforce such Examination, and all the 
Provisions of any Acts for enforcing or otherwise applicable to such 
Examination, and to the Witnesses examined, shall, subject to the 
Rules and Orders, extend and be applicable to every Provincial and 35 
United Court, and to the Examination of Witnesses under the Com 
mission and Orders of such Court, and to the Witnesses examined, as 
if such Court was one of the Superior Courts, and the Matter before 
it was an Action pending in such Court. 



PART 
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PART VI. 



Judgments. 

44. Every Judgment pronounced by the Vicars General of the 
Provincial and United Courts shall be in Writing. 

5 45. When the Court shall have signed its Judgment or Sentence 

the same shall be filed as of Record in the Registry of the Province 
or Diocese. 



J udgments 
of the Pro- 
vincial and 
United 
Courts to be 
in Writing. 
Judgment or 
Sentence of 
the Court to 
be filed in the 
Registry. 



46 The Judgment, with the Reasons thereof, of any Provincial or When Judge 
United Court in any Suit or other Proceeding, except in Cases ot not be deli _ 

10 Crime and Immorality, need not be delivered in open Court, but ra-ed m 
v . ' . . , -r, . , open Court, 

shall m every Case be filed in the Registry. 



47. Copy of every such Judgment shall in every Case be trans- Copies o( 
mitted by the Registrar in the Mode prescribed by the Rules and 
Orders to each of the Parties upon the Record within Three Days the Parties 
15 after the filing of such Judgment in the Registry. Record. 



48. The Registrar shall, within Twenty-one Days after the filing 
in the Registry of any Judgment of a Provincial Court, and of any judgmentof 
Judgment or Opinion pronounced thereon by the final Court of Appeal, to: Prown- 
in respect of Matters concerning the Doctrine, Worship, Discipline, ““ alosl 
20 or Government of the Church, cause printed Copies of such Judg- Cowtj^ 
ment or Opinion to be transmitted to each of the Archbishops and JgJ ae * 
Bishops of the Church holding Sees in England and Ireland, to the Archbishopi, 
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 
and to such other Persons as shall he directed by the Rules and 
25 Orders. 



PART VII. 

Enforcement of the Process of the Provincial and United 
Courts. 

49. Any Citation or Notice issuing out of any Provincial or f fogB j g j 
30 United Court may be personally served upon the Party to be affected extenaoV er 

thereby in any Part of Great Britain and Ireland, and tbe Isles of Great Bri- 
J “ t 1 1 tam and 

Man, Guernsey, Jersey, Sark, and Alderney. Ireland. 

50. Summonses and other Process issuing out of the Provincial or 

United Court shall be sealed or stamped with the Seal of the Court, Court to be 
35 and signed by the Vicar General of the Province or United Court ; under Seal, 
and if any Person forge such Seal or Signature, Summons or other 
Process, or serve or enforce any such Summons or Process, knowing 
[174.] B 4 the 
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the same to be forged, or deliver or cause to be delivered to any 
Person any Paper falsely purporting to be a Copy of any Summons 
or other Process of the Court, knowing the same to be false, or 
wilfully act under any false Colour or Pretence of the Process of the 
Court, be shall be guilty of Felony, and shall upon Conviction be 5 
liable to Imprisonment for any Term not exceeding Three Years 
with or without Hard Labour. 

__ 51. Any Provincial or United Court may . enforce its Orders, 
Decrees, and Judgments in such Manner as may be directed by the 
Rules and Orders ; and in the Case of any Order, Decree, or Judg- 10 
ment being pronounced against any Person holding any Preferment, 
the same may be enforced by means of a Sequestration of such 
Preferment, subject to the Regulations to be made by the Rules and 
Orders. 



PART VIII. 15 

Practitioners. 

52. A Party to any Suit or other Proceeding in a Provincial or 
United Court, or, if retained on behalf of either Party, Serjcants-at- 
Law and Barristers-at-Law, may appear and practise in the Provincial 
and United Courts, with all the Rights and Privileges that they 20 
possess in the Superior Courts. 

53. Proctors, Attornies, and Solicitors may practise as heretofore 

in the Provincial and United Courts, and the Laws and Statutes 
concerning Proctors, Attornies, and Solicitors shall extend to Proctors, 
Attornies, and Solicitors practising under this Act. ’ 



PART IX. 

Provincial and DrocBSAN Vicars General, Registrars; and other 
Officers. 

54. No Person shall he qualified for the Office of Vicar General of 
the Provincial Courts of Armagh or Dublin unless he he One of 30 
Her Majesty’s Seijeants or One of Her Majesty’s Counsel, or a 
practising Barrister of Fifteen Years standing at the Irish Bar. ' 

55. In case of the Illness or Incapacity to act of any Vicar 
General of the Provinces of Armagh or Dublin, a Statement of the 
Circumstances whereof shall be by the Registrar filed as of Record as 
in the Registry belonging to the Province of which he is Vicar 
General, the Archbishop of such Province may appoint under his 

Archiepiscopal 
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Archiepiscopal Seal, which Appointment shall be by the Registrar 
filed as of Record in the Registry of such Archbishop, One of 
Her Majesty’s Serjeants or One of Her Majesty’s Counsel, or ' a 
\ practising Barrister of Fifteen Years standing at the Irish Bar, to 

5 act as Vicar General for the Province of Armagh or Dublin, as 
the Case may be, during the Illness or Incapacity to act of the 
Vicar General ; and every Serjeant, Counsel, or Barrister so ap- 
pointed, shall, during his Appointment, have all the Powers, Privi- 
leges, and Protections and perform all the Duties of the Vicar 
10 General for whom he is appointed to act; and such Deputy Vicar 
General shall be paid by such Vicar General such Sum of Money 
or Proportion of Fees or Salary, by way of Salary or Allowance, 
not exceeding Two Thirds of the Fees or Salary received by such 
Vicar General for his own Use, as shall be fixed by the Archbishop 
15 of Armagh or the Archbishop of Dublin, as the Case may be, under 
his Archiepiscopal Seal. 

56. After the passing of this Act, no Person shall be appointed Qualilica- 
to the Office of Vicar General for any United Diocese unless he has ce°saii°Vicavs 
previously been a practising Barrister of Six Years standing at the General. 

20 Irish Bar ; but nothing herein contained shall disqualify any Person 
holding the Office of Vicar General before the passing of this Act 
from continuing to hold such Office under this Act by reason of his 
not having been a practising Barrister of Six Years standing. 

57. In case of the Illness or Incapacity to act of any Vicar Appoint- 
25 General of a United Diocese, a Statement of the Circumstances 

whereof shall be filed as of Record in the United Registry belonging Diocesan 
to the United Diocese of which he is Vicar General, the Bishop 
having Power over such United Diocese may appoint under his 
Episcopal Seal, which Appointment shall be by the Registrar of 
30 such United Diocese filed as of Record, a practising Barrister of 
Six Years standing at the Irish Bar to act as Vicar General 
for such United Diocese during such Illness or Incapacity ; and 
every Barrister so appointed, shall, during his Appointment, have all 
the Powers, Privileges, and Protections and perform all the Duties 
35 of the Vicar General for whom he is appointed to act ; and such 
Deputy Vicar General so appointed shall be paid by such Vicar 
General such Sum of Money or Proportion of Fees by way of Salary 
or Allowance, not exceeding Two Thirds of the Fees received by 
such Vicar General for his own Use, as shall be fixed by the said 
40 Bishop under his Episcopal Seal, 

58. Every Vicar 
Behaviour. 

[174.] 



General shall hold his Office during good Tenure of 
C 59. Every 
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Office” 1 59- Eveiy Vicar General shall, before entering upon the Duties 

of ins Office, take an Oath before any Archbishop or Bishop of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, or any One of the Judges of 
the Superior Courts, who is hereby authorized to administer it, which 
Oath shall be in the following Form ; that is to say, 5 

I I A ' B - do solemnly swear, That I am a Member of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, and that I will faithfully, and 
‘ t0 the best of my Ability execute the Office of Vicar General 
^ within the Province of [or Diocese of 

as the Case may he] without Fear, Favour, Affection, or Malice. 10 

* So help me GOD.’ 



taken by be , 60 - Ev . ery Barriste . r appointed to act as a Deputy Vicar General 
Deputy 0 a Province or United Diocese shall, before entering upon the 

Sul ° UtieS ° f Ws 0fflce > take an 0atb before a “y Archbishop or Bishop 

of the said United Church, or any One of the Judges of the Superior IS 
Courts, who is hereby authorized to administer it ; that is to say, 

‘ I A - B - do solemnly swear, That I am a Member of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, and that I will faithfully and 
‘ t0 tbe best of “ay Ability execute the Office of Deputy Vicar 
< General within the Province of [or Diocese 20 

°* . as the Case may be], without Fear, Favour, 

‘ Affection, or Malice. 



£ So help me GOD.’ 



Yicar Ge- 
neral to be 
removed 

from Office ^ ' ' “» ““ ipau lacio Decome 

when he v0ld > as m tlle Case of a Vacancy in the Office caused by Death 
ceases to be and a Successor shall be appointed. 



61 . If any Provincial or Diocesan Vicar General shall cease 
to be a Member of the Church, his Office shall ipso facto become 25 



the Church. 
Registrars 
to perform 
their Duties 
in Person. 



62 . Every Registrar of a Provincial or United Registry hereafter 
to be appointed shall perform the Duties of his Office in Person, and 
shall not appoint a Deputy Registrar to perform such Duties • but 30 
nothing herein contained shall disqualify any Person holding the 
Office of Registrar before the passing of this Act from discharging 
such Duties by Deputy as heretofore. 



Appoint- 
ment of 
Deputy in 
the Case of 
Illness or 
Absence. 



63 . Provided, That in the Case of the Illness or Absence of any 
Registrar of a United Registry, a Statement of the Circumstances 35 
wheieof shall be filed as of Record in the Registry of which he is 
Registrar, the Archbishop or Bishop having Power over such Registry 
may appoint, under his Archiepiscopal or Episcopal Seal, which An- 
pomtment shall be filed in such Registry as of Record, 0 qualified 
Person, to act as Registrar during the Illness or Absence of such 40 

Registrar; 
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Registrar ; and every Person so appointed during the Time for which 
he shall be so appointed to act shall, subject to the Rules and Orders, 
have all the Powers, Privileges, and Protections and perform all the 
Duties of the Registrar for whom he is appointed to act ; and such 
5 Deputy Registrar shall be paid by such Registrar such Sum of 
Money by way of Allowance as shall be fixed under the Archie- 
piscopal or Episcopal Seal of the Archbishop or Bishop having 
Power over the Registry of such Registrar. 

64. It shall not be lawful for any Judge, Officer, or other Person 
10 appointed, employed, or retained under the Provisions of this Act, to 

receive any Gratuity for his own Use or Profit. 

65. If any Registrar, Officer, or other Person belonging to any 
Provincial Court, United Court, or United Registry, acting under 
Pretence of the Jurisdiction of the Court or of this Act, be charged 

15 with Extortion or Misconduct, or with not duly paying or accounting 
for Money levied by him under this Act, the Vicar General of the 
Province or of a United Diocese may publicly inquire into such 
Matter upon Oath, and may summon and enforce the Attendance of 
all necessary Parties, in such Manner as shall be directed by the 
20 Rules and Orders, and may make such Order thereupon, subject to 
the written Confirmation of the Bishop endorsed upon such Order, as 
such Vicar General may deem proper for the Repayment of the Money 
so extorted, or for the due Payment of Money so levied as aforesaid, 
and for the Payment of Damages and Costs : All such Orders and 
25 Proceedings shall be forthwith transmitted to the Provincial Registry, 
and filed as of Record : And every such Officer and other Person 
convicted of such Extortion or Misconduct shall be for ever incapable 
of being employed under this Act. 



PART X. 

3q Reservation op existing Rights. 

66. Nothing in this Act contained shall be deemed, construed, or 
taken to derogate from, diminish, prejudice, alter, or affect, otherwise 
than is expressly provided, any Jurisdiction already vested in or 
belonging to any Archbishop or Bishop, or Vicar General, under or 

35 by virtue of any Statute, Canon, or Usage. 

67. This Act shall not interfere with the Jurisdiction of any 
Archbishop, Bishop, Archdeacon, or other Ecclesiastical Person, as to 

[174.] C 2 holding 
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holding Visitations, or doing any Act or exercising any Jurisdiction 
which he may at present do or exercise at Visitations. 

Reservation 68. Subject to the Rules and Orders, nothing in this Act con- 
tained shall affect the Power of any Provincial or Diocesan Vicar 
General to General of a United Diocese to appoint Surrogates as heretofore, 
Surrogates or to a h" e ct the Power of any Person heretofore appointed. 

As to Suits 69. All Suits and Proceedings in Causes or Matters Ecclesiastical 
pending w hich at the Time when this Act comes into operation shall be 
Act comes pending in any Ecclesiastical Court in Ireland which by this Act 
tion ° pera " s h!R be united to any other Ecclesiastical Court shall be transferred 
to, dealt with, and decided by the Court to and with which such 
Ecclesiastical Court shall be united by this Act, as if the same had 
originated therein ; and all Suits or other Proceedings which, at the 
Time of this Act coming into operation shall be depending before 
the Queen in Her Pligh Court of Chancery, shall be dealt with and 
decided as if this Act had not been passed. 

Power to 70. If any Cause or Matter Ecclesiastical which would under this 
Act be transferred to a United Court shall have been heard before any 
Power is Vicar General having Jurisdiction in relation to such Cause or Matter, 
tod'eRver 4 aiK ^ be then standing for Judgment, such Vicar General may, at any 
written Time within Six Weeks after this Act comes into operation, give or 
Judgments, transmit to the Registrar of the United Court a written Judgment 
thereon, and a Decree or Order, as the Case may require, shall be drawn 
up by the Registrar of the United Court, in pursuance of such Judg- 
ment, and every such Decree or Order shall have the same Force and 
Effect as if it had been drawn up in pursuance of a Judgment of the 
Court of the Diocese of which he had been the Vicar General on 
the Day on which the same was delivered to the Registrar, and shall 
be subject to Appeal under this Act. 

ct force may Decree or Order of any Ecclesiastical Court which shall 

Decrees or have been made before this Act comes into operation in any Cause 

Orders made or Matter Ecclesiastical may be enforced or Otherwise dealt with by 
before this tt -l i r\ ■ J 

Act comes a United Court in the same Way as if it had been originally made 
into opera- therein, 
tion. 

PART XI. 

Miscellaneous Clauses. 

Authority of 72. For the Purposes of this Act, the Province of an Archbishop 
i^d Cl Bislll) 0 p P s S or tlie Diocese of an Archbishop or Bishop shall be taken to include 

every 



5 
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20 
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30 

35 
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every Place or District, exempt or peculiar, subject to the Authority ““•■** 
of such Archbishop or Bishop for the Purposes of an Act passed m tio -„. 
the Fifth Year of His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled 

All Act to consolidate and amend the Laws for enforcing the oG.4.c.91. 
6 ■■ Residence of Spiritual Persons on their Benefices ; to restrain 
.< Spiritual Persons from carrying on Trade or Merchandise; and foi 
“ the Support and Maintenance of Stipendiary Curates m Ireland. 

73 The Registrar or Deputy Registrar or other Officer of each 
Registry which shall be united to a Registry shall transmit to the 
10 United Registry, at such Time and in such Manner as may be 
directed by the Rules and Orders, all Letters Patent, Records Deeds, 

Processes, Acts, Proceedings, Compositions, Lists, Books, Marriage 
Notice Books, Documents, Faculties, Licences, Consecrations In- 
struments relating to Pews in Churches or Chapels, or to the building 
15 or Dilapidations of Ecclesiastical Residences, Sequestrations, or any 
other Instrument or Document now in such Diocesan Registry of 
which he is the Registrar or Deputy Registrar. 

74. If any Person steal or wilfully deface destroy, or ' injure i an y Sg#* 
Letters Patent, Records, Deeds, Processes, Acts, Proceedings, Com. Ec , or(lii 
20 positions, Lists, Books, Marriage Notice Books, Documents, I acuities, 

Licences, Consecrations, Instruments relating to lews in Churches 
or Chapels, or to the building or Dilapidations of Ecclesiastical 
Residences, Sequestrations, or any other Instrument or Dociimen 
filed or deposited in any United Registry, he shail be guilty ot 
on Felony, and shall upon Conviction be liable to Imprisonment for any 
” Term not exceeding Three Years, with or without Hard Labour. 

75 All Fees, Official Charges, and Costs for Business transacted 
in the Provincial and United Courts and United Registries and 
all Fees and Documents filed therein, and all Fees payable foi 
30 Marriage Licences, and at Visitations, and all Fees which after this 
Act comes into operation shall become due and payable to ■ eveiy 
Vicar General of a Provincial Court, Vicar General of a United 
Court Surrogate, Registrar, and Apparitor, shall, except otherwise 
directed by the Rules and Orders, be paid to the several Registiais 
35 of the United Registries, and maybe by such Registrars lecovered 
before the Chairman of the County Quarter Sessions within whose 
Circuit the Office of the Registry may be situated, or may 
recovered by them as such Fees are now recoverable. 



Application 
of Fees, &c. 



Official 
Charges, &e. 
may be re- 
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76 The Accounts of the Receipts and Disbursements of the >sd 

40 Provincial and United Courts and of the Provincial and United gjggjjl. 

[174.] C 3 ° 
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Registries, and all other Receipts and Disbursements under this Act, 
shall be audited in such Manner as shall be directed by the Rules 

sui ltount a T Said Arch “ops shall appoint an Auditor of 
such Accounts and may retnoye such Auditor, and fix the Amount 
to be paid to him in respect of every such Audit, which shall I,e5 
defrayed out of the Funds at the Disposal of the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners for Ireland 

I , 77. The Registrars of the Provincial and United Registries shall 

Business annually make and send a Renorf tn T ^,.,1 r • r. , . 

bytlScwt, Pf ‘he Business transacted in the Provincial and^United Courts^d 10 

rcS^^l r d Unit f “ Di ais ° “ t 

of the,r respective c ° urts ^ 

laid before 
the Lord 
Lieutenant 

in Council. ~ 5 — \ i 



Annual 
Report of 



PART XII. 



Appeaus eeom the U™ Coubts to THE PaOVIHOUE Comers. 
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lEr thl 8 'slSi a be fca^o^T” 8 b fr a u “ ted Court 
£££$" tnterlocutory De’cree or T % 

Oourts. of a definitive Sentence, until a definitive Sentence shalfhav F h‘ Ce 
pronounced thereon; but when a definitive « , , h been 

nounced, any Party appealing therefrom may also^pplal f S ° 

interlocutory Decree or Order. ^ ppeal fiom such 

79. The Provincial Court may affirm mndiftr , , 

Decree or Order appealed against, or make suchoLr OrSn ^ 
Premises as it thinks just. 61 Uldei In t}le 

25 

*0 . Provincial Court 

the Provincial Court, Llg 1m Ld th ST 7 ^ 

Record in the Cause, the 

Evidence, any Decision of the p nnr f ’ documentary 

with the Notes of the” C^’To Z ^ 1 nT’ 30 
received before the Provincial Court. Evidence shall be 
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from any interlocutory Decree or Order thereof not having the 
Force of a definitive Sentence, until a definitive Sentence shall have 
been pronounced therein ; but when any definitive Sentence has been 
pronounced either in a Provincial or a Diocesan Court, any Party 
5 appealing therefrom may also appeal from such interlocutory Order 
or Decree. 



a Provincial 
Court from 
interlocu- 
tory Decrees 
not having 
the Force of 
a definitive 
Sentence. 
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